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Our Mission 
South Carolina Legal Services is a statewide law firm 

that provides civil legal services to protect the 
rights and represent the interests of 

low-income South Carolinians.

Other Legal Representation 
and Materials:

Lawhelp.org/sc is South Carolina’s guide to 
hundreds of free legal resources such as:
• Information about your rights and legal 

responsibilities
• Legal forms and court documents

Sclegal.org is a statewide website that contains:
• Information for the public in all civil law areas
• Legal library

Follow us:
• Facebook:  facebook.com/sclegal
• Twitter:  twitter.com/sclegal
• YouTube:  youtube.com/sclegalservices
• Instagram:  Instagram.com/sclegalservices

Other Legal Representation 
Consumer & Bankruptcy • Education 

Employment • Family • Federal Income Tax 
Housing • Migrant Farm Workers 

Probate • Public Benefits
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What Do I Do If I Am Served With  
a Rule to Vacate or Show Cause? 

•  Call an attorney or South Carolina Legal Services  
immediately 

•  You have ten days from the date you receive the Rule   
to contact the court 

•  If you do not contact the court, you can be evicted at   
the end of the ten days  

•  If you contact the court and tell them that you should   
not be evicted, the court will schedule a hearing in   
front of a judge  

•  If you want a jury trial, you must ask for it in writing  

What Happens If The
Judge Evicts Me? 

•  You have five days to ask for a new hearing 
•  You have thirty days to appeal the judge’s decision 
•  Otherwise you will have to leave your home within 48   

hours 

How Do I Appeal The  
Judge’s Decision? 

•  Ask the court for a “Notice of Civil Appeal” form 
•  You will have to continue to pay rent during the appeal 
•  You will not be evicted until the appeal is heard by the   

circuit court 

AS A RESIDENT OF PUBLIC HOUSING YOU HAVE RIGHTS  
AND PROTECTIONS UNDER UNITED STATES FEDERAL LAW.  

PUBLIC HOUSING 
& EVICTIONS  



•  You 
•  You 
•  The  

have the opportunity to explain your side 
have the right to have someone speak for you 
HA will notify you in writing of their decision and    

their reasons 
•  If you are not satisfied with the decision, you can ask   

for a formal hearing  
•  You 

the   
must ask for a formal hearing in writing soon after    
informal hearing  

Public Housing  
What Is It? 

The Housing Authority (HA) owns and manages your  
housing. 

For What Reasons 
Can I Be Evicted? 

In general, you may be evicted for the following: 
•  Failure to pay rent 
•  Failure to report income 
•  Failure to report who lives in house 
•  Failure to accept a new lease after a change to the   

lease is offered 
•  Involvement in drug-related activity 
•  Involvement in other criminal activity by you or some  

one under your control 
•  Abuse of alcohol 
•  Failure to keep your home clean 
•  Failure to pay for damage you are responsible for 
•  Failure to dispose of trash properly  

What Should The Notice Say? 

It must say:   
•  The exact reason for the termination 
•  That you have the right to respond to the HA  
•  That you have a right to look at any documents the HA   

will use to evict you 
•  That you have a right to a grievance hearing with the   

HA (or the reason you do not have a right to a grievance 
hearing)  

What Should I Do When  
I Receive The Notice? 

•  Within 10 days of getting the notice tell the HA that you  
want an informal hearing   

•  Contact an attorney or South Carolina Legal Services   

What Happens At A  
Formal Hearing? 

•  You have a right to a fair hearing in front of a hearing   
officer 

•  Before the hearing, ask to see any documents the HA   
intends to show to the hearing officer 

•  If the HA does not let you see a document, they cannot 
use it at the hearing 

•  You have the right to have an attorney or some other   
representative speak for you 

•  You have the right to state why your lease should not   
be terminated 

•  You have the right to ask the HA questions 
•  The hearing officer will send you a written decision   

along with an explanation  

How Will I Know That  
I Am Being Evicted? 

•  You will receive a written notice from the HA that your   
lease is being terminated   

•  The notice will tell you how many days until your lease   
ends  

What Happens At An  
Informal Hearing? 

•  The HA explains the reason your lease is being terminated

What Happens If The Hearing  
Officer Decides That My  Lease 

Should Be Terminated? 
•  The only way the HA can evict you is by going to court  
•  The HA will ask the court to evict you and you will   

receive a Rule to Vacate or Show Cause

How Will I Receive The Rule to  
Vacate Or Show Cause? 

•  In South Carolina you must be personally served with   
the Rule to Vacate or Show Cause   

•  The court can mail you a copy only if they  
    have tried to personally serve  
    you twice  


