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About The IEP Meetings

• If your child qualifies for special services, the school   
 board will want to talk about the services needed and  
 where they will be provided. 

•  You must participate. You can participate by telephone.

• You can invite people to the IEP meeting, including an  
 attorney, a friend, a minister, or anyone you trust.

•  There will be people from the school at the meeting.

• Bring information to share at the meeting. Your infor - 
 mation can help the group make decisions.

• The school cannot provide any services unless you have  
 agreed. 

• If the child qualifies, you will have meetings every year  
 for updates on progress and to see if new or different  
 services are needed. 

If You Do NOT  
Agree With The School

• Try to make sound and reasonable decisions. 

• Try to persuade them that you are right.

• Ask for private testing
     (an independant evaluation.) 



	

It is important to ask for help if your child is having problems.It is important to ask for help if your child is having problems.
Your Child May Need 

Special Education, if...

• He/she has physical, mental or emotional problems  
   that prevent him/her from learning or behaving well  
   in school.

• He/she is very behind compared to what other 
   children the same age can do.

• He/she does well on standardized tests but has very  
   bad grades (or the opposite) and no one knows why.

• He/she is very upset about the school day or about  
   attending school but no one knows what to do.

• He/she has major problems with learning or  
   behavior, and you believe your child may need 
   something.

Is Special Education An Option?

1. The school must try to correct the problem before   
 testing to see if the child should be getting special  
 education.

2. If the school cannot correct the problem then the   
 school or parent can ask to test the child to see if 
 he/she qualifies for special education services.

3. The school cannot test the child without your   
 permission.

4. After the test, the school will have a meeting to   
 review the information and decide if the child   
 qualifies for special education services.

5. If the child qualifies, the school will create a written  
 plan for services. The plan is called an Individualized  
 Education Plan (IEP).

The Purpose of 
Special Education is to:

• Ensure a free and appropriate education for children  
   with disabiliies.

• Provide educational support and related services   
   designed to meet the needs of children with disabilities

• Prepare children with disabilities for future education,  
   employment  and independent living.

The Requirement
The school is required to provide a free and appropriate 
education (FAPE) to achieve the goal.


